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PHILLIP ISLAND
AUTO RACING CLUB LIMITED
[

RVAC BUILDING
FIRST AVENUE MOORADBIN AIRPORT VIC 3194




Dear Volunteer,

Thank you for volunteering to work as a Race Official with the Phillip Island Auto Racing Club Ltd. (PIARC). Those of us who do this regularly get a great deal of satisfaction out of it and we hope that you will quickly feel the same. The registration form acknowledges that you wish to participate in the next event organised by the club, at your own request and on your own responsibility. If you fill in the details on this Race Official’s Registration Form and return it as requested, your name will be placed on the Race Official’s Register for that Meeting. The indemnity on the form is the standard one used by all officials noting that it does not reduce any of the insurances we have in place for all officials working at our events. 
When you first arrive at the circuit for a Meeting, you must sign-in and collect your credentials. This usually happens at the Main gate, but your pre-event letter will confirm this or tell you of alternative arrangements. This signing-in is necessary to let us know you are at the track, and also to register you for insurances that we have in place. From there, you proceed to the official’s car park, then to the Muster Shed in time for your first briefing. At this briefing, we will tell you all of your duties for the day and allocate our specific tasks and positions to individuals. New officials and drivers requiring a licence endorsement are given a special briefing by Tony van den Dungen (or other senior official) at the same time, to ensure that they are prepared for their roles. If you wish to talk to Tony before the Meeting, you can contact him on 03 9758 2767. At Phillip Island race meetings, you are provided with lunch and drinks throughout the day, and we usually all gather at the PIARC Shed at the end of each day to unwind for a short period.

Our preferred uniform for most marshals is white overalls and sturdy footwear, but this is optional in your circumstance. Those in Pit Lane, in the Control Tower, in the medical team and the communications team may wear PIARC Official Shirts which are available from the club. Just be practical and keep in mind the self-protection items referred to below. 

Race Officiating does have its risks and the Disclaimer on the Registration Form acknowledges that, but we firmly believe that good marshalling and common sense minimise any potential dangers present. We have prepared a set of Safety Notes which we expect you to read and absorb.  They detail some procedures that must become almost automatic for race officials in protecting yourselves and your fellow marshals, and which will enhance your enjoyment of the roles allocated to you. If for any reason, the roles allocated to you at an event are not to your liking, please talk to the Secretary of the Meeting or to your Senior Official about this because there are many roles available and changes are always possible. The insurance referred to includes personal accident insurance and indemnity insurance in case you are caught up in liability claims. We are satisfied that these are appropriate for the circumstances but you need to be aware that the personal accident insurance does not cover all likely expenses. You should be a member of the Ambulance Service for example, because an Ambulance ride back to Melbourne can be most expensive. The PA insurance replaces a limited level of income in many circumstances, but this is not unlimited. Details are available from CAMS, and through the club if requested.
Motor racing is about competition between competitors in whatever conditions exist at the time. It rarely stops because of weather and consequently we have to be prepared to continue roles in spite of the conditions. Although the Australian weather tends not to have the extremes that other countries experience, you should be prepared for the worst and the experienced ones always wear or take (in a waterproof kit bag), the following items: 

· Suncream and a spare cap for sun protection, and sunglasses or protective glasses, with plastic lenses.

· Long sleeved shirt and long pants, again for sun protection, if outside & not wearing overalls.

· Overalls for trackside officials - white or orange, if not being supplied by the organisers.

· Waterproof footwear - comfortable leather boots are probably the best and do not melt like nylon footwear if exposed to flame. Remember you will be standing for many hours each day.

· Spare socks & shirt, and a Jumper or windcheater.

· Small towel that can be worn round the neck as a scarf in heavy rain.

· Parka and waterproof gloves in colder areas.

· Leather gloves (gardening gloves will do) for trackside marshals - to protect the hands.

· Waterproof and windproof topcoat with hood - reaching below the thighs, and better still with matching pants.  Should NOT be coloured bright yellow, red, or green.

· Other task-specific gear such as balaclavas for Fire Marshals.

· Some extra fluids and food as a supplement in case of local delays in supply.

· Small, lightweight collapsible stool if on duty over long hours.

· Garbage bag, mainly to keep your kit bag in while in the rain and on the wet ground.

· A garbage bag containing shorts, T-shirt & a towel kept in the car - when you get to your car at night, remove all wet, dirty clothes, dry off and put on the clean clothes, and then drive home in comfort.

Don’t be scared off by the warnings, they are a part of the drama and excitement we face and enjoy at each event.

We look forward to working with you soon,

Peter Nelson – President PIARC.                                  David Bellenger – Official’s Registrar

SAFETY BRIEFING NOTES 

For application to all Marshals at Motor Racing events.

You work at events by your own choice and must bear responsibility for your own welfare and that of those around you. The following information applies to all officials at motorsport events and will help you participate safely.

The Clerk of Course is the senior operations official. Most instructions will come from Race Control with his authority, or from senior officials who have been so authorised within their area of expertise.

All officials must attend all briefings - if you miss a briefing, report to your senior official for details before moving to your post or proceeding with your duties. Do not vary any of your instructions unless required to by your senior officials, or by Race Control.

When first arriving at your post for the day, check the general area and equipment. Report any problems, apparent danger, or shortages to Race Control or the responsible officials. Read and understand the instructions on equipment such as fire extinguishers.

With or without a Sector or Senior Marshal to take charge, have a meeting with other marshals at your post. At this meeting, you should: 

· Discuss the experience and duties of each marshal, and also their general location during events – giving thought to the need for all marshals to be protected by the safety barriers and debris fences where appropriate.

· Discuss the location of equipment such as fire extinguishers, which should be placed where visible and available to others but not in anyone’s way.

· Plan escape routes in conjunction with the other marshals and discuss warnings to be given to each other if necessary – whistles or handsignals. 

· Do not leave bags and equipment where they may delay your escape by blocking an escape route or by causing falls.

Comply with the Motorsport Drugs in Sport Policy  -  do not take any drugs (including alcohol) which may affect your attention and judgement. If in doubt, ask.

While the track is closed “or hot: 

· Unless your specific duty requires it (i.e. flagmarshals while flagging) do not station yourself less than 1 metre from the approach side of any gaps in the debris fencing (if present) or the primary protection barrier (including the crawl spaces in debris fencing) nor behind any such gaps, nor in any position less than twelve metres from the departure side of any such unprotected gaps in the protective barriers.


· At all times, stand up, remain alert and face oncoming traffic unless your specific duty requires otherwise. Do not crowd into narrower parts of the Marshal Zone.


· Do not lean on guardrail, concrete blocks, or debris fences - they are designed to move when hit by competing vehicles.


· Do not take photographs, talk on a mobile phone, or smoke. Scanners and giant TV screens can be a distraction and must be used or watched with great caution.


· Be prepared for fast moving traffic of any nature, at all times. Flag marshals should use flag signals if necessary for all vehicles, not just those which are racing at the time.


· If an incident occurs in your vicinity, protect yourself from flying debris by turning or moving away or dropping below barriers as time and circumstances permit. 
Be prepared to use pre-planned escape routes. Warn your fellow marshals.

Your prime consideration must be to protect yourself from danger, then your fellow marshals, then the drivers and others in trouble. 

Do not move in front of barriers unless instructed to do so by your senior marshal, or unless your duties require you to do so. If it is necessary to move in front of barriers : 

· check that the appropriate flag signals are being shown for your protection, 
· check the movement of marshals and vehicles around you, 

· take care when moving down from the barriers onto the ground,

· try to approach any incident with the oncoming traffic in front of you at all times, 

· be aware that dust or extinguisher clouds can prevent you from seeing oncoming traffic, and also prevent them from seeing you,

· where possible keep a stopped vehicle between you and oncoming traffic (but do not stop between a stopped vehicle and close-by barriers) , 

· do not stand close to any stopped vehicle during racing, even if behind or on top of barriers because of chance of debris if the stopped vehicle is hit by another vehicle,

· remain exposed for the minimum time necessary to complete your task then get back behind the barriers (except for fire marshals who may need to stay with a stopped vehicle in case of fire).

While the track is open or “cold”, relax but ensure that some marshals at the post remain alert and watchful.  Check equipment and the track.  Sweep gravel & stones off the sides of the track. Be ready to come to attention immediately, if circumstances change.

If injured in any way, report it to your senior official immediately. If appropriate, report to a Medical Officer so that the injury is identified, checked, and recorded. If at any time you are unable to carry out your duties because of personal limitations or because of ill-health, report to your senior official or to Secretary of the Meeting.

Each marshal must remain responsible for his or her own welfare. Be prepared.

Protect yourself from extremes of weather, sunburn, hearing damage, dust and dirt in your eyes. Wear suitable footwear for your duties, and gloves if you are likely to be handling hot or sharp material.

If in doubt at any time, seek advice from your Senior Officials.
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